PAGE  
March 4, 2004
Page 2

[image: image1.wmf] 


Information & Guidance Memo

03-02-04

DATE:
March 4, 2004 

TO:
County Emergency Management Directors

FROM:
Edward J. Gleason


Administrator
SUBJECT:
2004 TORNADO & SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK COORDINATION WITH SCHOOLS

Governor Doyle has proclaimed April 19-23, 2004 as Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin.  The Department of Public Instruction, the National Weather Service and Wisconsin Emergency Management are sponsoring this annual campaign.

The attachments to this memo are being mailed to all schools and school districts in the state in the next week.  The information is intended to raise the level of awareness of all students and staff concerning severe weather.  School officials have been advised to contact you if they have questions or need assistance with tornado or severe weather activities.

The National Weather Service will be conducting a statewide tornado drill on the afternoon of Thursday, April 22, 2004.  The Tornado Watch will begin at 1:15 p.m. and the Tornado Warnings will be issued between 1:20 and 2:00 p.m.  The warnings will be in accordance with the drill schedule attached to this memo.  In the event of severe weather anywhere in the state on that day, the drill will be held the same time on Friday, April 23, 2004.  If severe weather is present on Friday, the drill will be canceled.

Counties, municipalities, and schools participate in this drill on a voluntary basis.  If the date or timing of the state drill precludes a school from participating, it is important that schools conduct their own “in house” tornado drill at a more convenient time.

Within the next few weeks, WEM will be providing each county director with two VHS videotapes of public service announcements on severe weather safety featuring Green Bay Packer Marco Rivera.  These tapes have been provided to Wisconsin television and radio stations for use during the spring and summer.  They can be copied for any schools that have an interest in them.  The tapes will be mailed with more specific information.

Additional resources and materials are available for severe weather awareness efforts.  Your local American Red Cross chapter and National Weather Service Office can provide other information or materials for your county.  Additional information can be obtained from Wisconsin Emergency Management’s website:

http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov

If you have any questions regarding the Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Campaign, coordination with schools or other information contained in this package, please contact your Regional Emergency Management Director.

ATTACHMENTS

DISTRIBUTION:

MG Albert H. Wilkening, TAG

Governor’s Legal Counsel

Randy Thiel, WI DPI

National Weather Service Offices

Barb Fonkert, MN DEM

WEM Staff
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Annexes E, F and J of your County Emergency Operations Plan As They Relate

to Red Cross Responsibilities
	TORNADO AWARENESS WEEK 2004

	DRILL SCHEDULE

	
	
	
	

	Time
	NWS Forecast Office
	Message
	County

	1300
	Sullivan
	Mock Tornado Watch
	All

	1320-1325
	Green Bay
	Mock Tornado Warning
	Brown, Calumet, Door, Florence, Forest, Kewaunee, Langlade, Lincoln, Manitowoc, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, Oconto, Oneida, Outagamie, Portage, Shawano, Vilas, Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago, Wood

	1325-1335
	Sullivan
	Mock Tornado Warning
	Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Green, Green Lake, Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Marquette, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Rock, Sauk, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha

	1335-1340
	LaCrosse
	Mock Tornado Warning
	Adams, Buffalo, Clark, Crawford, Grant, Jackson, Juneau, LaCrosse, Monroe, Richland, Taylor, Trempealeau, Vernon

	1340-1345
	Chanhassen
	Mock Tornado Warning
	Barron, Chippewa, Dunn, Eau Claire, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Rusk, St. Croix

	1345-1400
	Duluth
	Mock Tornado Warning
	Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Iron, Price, Sawyer, Washburn

	1400
	All
	End of Drill
	All
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