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INFORMATION & GUIDANCE MEMO


01-02-06
DATE:
JANUARY 25, 2006

TO:
COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTORS

FROM:
JOHNNIE L. SMITH, ADMINISTRATOR

WISCONSIN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
SUBJECT:
2006 TORNADO & SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK AND SPRING FLOOD OUTLOOKS
Every year Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) and the National Weather Service (NWS) sponsor Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin.  The campaign is scheduled for the week of April 17 through 21, 2006 this year.  The focus of this campaign is to heighten awareness of severe weather in Wisconsin and to promote proper safety precautions to take when it occurs within the state.  Increased public participation and preparedness will minimize injuries, deaths and damages when tornadoes and other severe weather events occur in Wisconsin.  Additional information will be sent to the media and schools in the upcoming weeks concerning Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week.

Wisconsin experienced a record 62 confirmed tornadoes in 2005 (the average is 21).  On August 18, 2005, 27 tornadoes were recorded in the state including two F2 category tornadoes and an F3.  These tornadoes were responsible for 1 death and 27 injuries.  Although they did not qualify for FEMA assistance, these storms caused extensive damages to homes, businesses and local governments.

The statewide Tornado Drill will be conducted on April 20, 2006.  As in the past two years, a mock tornado watch will be declared for the entire state at 1:00 pm.  The mock tornado warnings will be staggered throughout the state at designated times by specific NWS offices.  The time each county will receive their notification will depend upon when the NWS office serving their area is scheduled to issue their warning(s).  The actual times that the counties will get their warnings will be posted on the Wisconsin Emergency Management website at:


http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov
This year the 2006 Spring Flood Outlooks (now also called Probabilistic Outlooks) will be issued on February 24 and March 10 of this year.  These outlooks can be found on the Sullivan National Weather Service Home page at:
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx
On the Sullivan Weather Service Homepage, click on the Watches/Warnings segment under Current hazards in the left side menu.  Click on the right hand map titled “Get Watch/Warning Text”.  Point to the map of Wisconsin and click on it.  The outlooks should be under the Hydro Outlooks.

Additional information will be sent to local governments, schools and media in the upcoming weeks.  If you have any questions on Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week, please contact your Regional Director.
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2006 Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week
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*
Previous Information and Guidance Memo:  01-01-06 County Emergency Response Plan Templates and Wisconsin Emergency Response Plan Guidance
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