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INFORMATION & GUIDANCE MEMO


07-01-06
DATE:
July 6, 2006
TO:
County Emergency Management Directors
FROM:
Johnnie L. Smith, Administrator

Wisconsin Emergency Management
SUBJECT:
NIMS Compliance Summary
The State National Incident Management System (NIMS) Advisory Group has received information that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has decided that NIMS compliance for FY2006 will consist of a “good faith effort” towards compliance by the states, territories, tribes and local governments. This is a change from previous Department of Homeland Security (DHS) written documents that indicated state and local governments must complete all of  the FY06 requirements in order to be eligible for FY07 grants. Please see the excerpt from the NIMS website below.

“NOTE:  At the end of FY05, the states and territories submitted a form attesting that "taken as a whole," they had met the minimum '05 requirements. The "taken as a whole" standard reflects a recognition that not every department or agency, local or tribal jurisdiction, community or individual responder will have completed all the requirements, but, that taken as a whole, most did and that good faith efforts were underway to achieve full compliance. The same "self-certification/taken as a whole" process will be utilized by the NIMS Integration Center for FY06 NIMS compliance activities. Details on this process will be released in June.”

http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nims/fact_sheet_compliance.shtm 

Based on this guidance the Advisory Group has put together a plan to assist the state and it’s jurisdictions to comply by self-certification for FY2006. Simply speaking the plan consists of;

1. Review the 17 NIMS requirements as published on the WEM website at  http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/category.asp?linkcatid=1553&linkid=810&locid=18 

2. Download and review the Statement of Compliance Form found on the WEM website at  http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/docview.asp?docid=6937&locid=18
3. Complete the form answering by indicating YES, NO, or IN PROGRESS. 

a. Although you are encouraged to continue your efforts to complete all of the requirements, it is not necessary to answer yes to each item for compliance.

b. Completion and submission of the form will be considered compliance

4. Return the form to the County Emergency Management Director by September 1, 2006.

a. You may return the form in hard copy or electronically with electronic submission being the preferred method.

b. Please indicate on the form the name of the Chief Elected Official who completed the form.

c. A hard copy of the original signature is not required.


5. County Emergency Management Directors submit the forms to their Region Director or directly to Paul France at OJA. 

The Statement of Compliance Form must be completed by each municipality. Submission of the form indicates that the departments and/or agencies within the jurisdiction are in compliance and will be eligible for FY2007 grants. Failure to submit the form by a municipality will result in the loss of FY2007 Department of Homeland Security (DHS) grants administered by the Office of Justice Assistance.
Please note this document is written in conjunction with Office of Justice Bulletin number 06-06.
For further information please visit the WEM Website at http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/section.asp?linkid=810&locid=18 or email your questions to wisnims@dma.state.wi.us.
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