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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #1

OVERVIEW –  Severe thunderstorms and heavy rains the last two weeks have caused saturated grounds, road flooding, sewer backups and some basement flooding across portions of southern Wisconsin.  Weather forecasters expect additional storms to move across the region this weekend bringing more rain and potentially causing more flooding problems.

This morning, a cluster of severe storms moved across southwest and southeast Wisconsin bringing torrential rains and strong winds with gusts reported over 60 miles per hour. The storms knocked out power and downed trees and sheds.  We Energies reported about 14,000 homes without power in southeast Wisconsin but by noon most power had been restored.

Wisconsin Emergency Management has been in contact with county emergency management offices this morning.  At this time, local officials are able to handle the situation and there is no request for state assistance, however, WEM will continue to monitor events.

The following locations appear to be the hardest hit so far as a result of heavy rains and storms:

Kenosha County –  Heavy rains in the last 24-hours have caused flooding at Paddock Lake and Salem.  Officials say water was surrounding the sewage treatment plant. Several roads have been barricaded due to floodwaters.  Earlier in the week, the Kenosha County Sheriff issued an Evacuation Recommendation for residents in the Wheatland and New Munster areas were flooding along the Fox River has been occurring.  Officials are concerned additional rain could make the situation worse.

Fond du Lac County - Fond du Lac County Emergency Management reports that they are filling about 2,000 sands bags and are looking to fill possibly another 10,000-20,000 bags.  Some homes are reporting basement flooding.  The City of Fond du Lac water treatment plant has not been able to keep up with the rainwater and has been dumping into Lake Winnebago since noon on Thursday.  Officials are worried about the threat of potential flooding of some businesses on the southeast section of the city.

Ozaukee County -  County emergency management officials report extensive downed trees, power lines and flooded intersections.  This morning a semi tractor trailer was blown over on I-43 and a construction trailer was pushed into a live power wire.  No reports of injuries.

Washington County -  Local officials are reporting numerous power lines, trees and poles down with localized flooding in many areas including Addison, Hartford, Polk and Jackson.  Live power wires fell on vehicles including a school bus this morning but officials report no injuries.  The storms caused damaged to several barns and strong winds blew off the roof of a church in the town of Jackson.

Crawford County -  Overnight storms caused mudslides on two county roads. 

Rock County – Road crews are removing downed trees and branches that fell this morning during the storms.  Hardest hit were Beloit, Janesville and Clinton.  

Sheboygan County – Officials are reporting some flooding and occasional basement flooding/sewer backups as a result of heavy rainfall during the last few weeks.  In addition, the Sheboygan City Hall was struck by lightning earlier in the week causing damage to various electronic equipment.
 

Additional Flooding Threats -  The National Weather Service has issued a Flood Warning for the Black River at Black River Falls, Kickapoo River at Gays Mills and Trempealeau River at Dodge.  The combination of heavy rains along with the forecast of additional rains across the area this weekend is expected to cause river levels to rise above flood stage.  Officials are expecting only minor flooding to roads and areas near these rivers.

For further information, please contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.

