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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON NORTHERN WISCONSIN FLOODING - Report #3

OVERVIEW – The National Weather Service expects the flooding situations to continue to improve as drier conditions and sunshine are helping the flood waters recede.  A river flood warning remains in effect for the Oconto, Peshtigo and Wolf Rivers.  The Peshtigo River is just at the flood stage of 12 feet and is dropping.  This morning there were reports of flooding of area boat docks and some low wooded areas.  The Oconto River is about a foot above the flood stage and water partially covers a public campground in the city of Oconto.  The Wolf River is also a foot above the flood stage and most flooding is confined to lowland and agricultural land.  The boat landing in Shiocton is flooded.
Langlade County – Most residents are now back in their homes.  Langlade County Emergency Management officials report 91 homes had minor damage.  Most of the flooding was in the basement, which resulted in damaged furnaces, water heaters and other appliances.  Local utilities expect power to be fully restored by the end of today as residents finish cleaning up the basement floodwaters and are able to have the power turned back on.
Local officials also report 34 businesses were flooded.  All schools are back in session and all roads are now open.

Marinette County - Marinette County Emergency Management officials report that the water levels seem to be going down in most areas of the county.  Where the water is not receding, it remains at the same level and is not rising.  The Town of Peshtigo has begun a pumping operation today to help with the blocked culverts and full drainage areas.
There are still several roads covered by floodwaters and road crews are unable to finish damage assessments since there may be damage.  Municipal and county road departments are estimating total damage at $173,000.
Local officials are still gathering damage assessments.  Current damage assessment reports show $106,000 in damage to homes, apartments and mobile homes.  There was one home and one mobile home that had major flood damage.  The rest of the homes reporting damage had minor basement flooding.  Marinette County Emergency Management has established a citizens hotline for residents to report any damage caused by flooding.  The telephone number is 715-732-7314.

Marinette County is also encouraging residents to test their water wells and is providing information on flood cleanup.  Marinette County has closed the emergency operations center.

WISCONSIN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT - Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) remains in contact with county emergency management directors in the impacted areas.  WEM continues to work with other state agencies including Department of Military Affairs, Department of Transportation, Wisconsin State Patrol, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Health and Family Services, Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, WHEDA and Department of Commerce in providing assistance.

WHEDA - The Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) will be giving the American Red Cross chapters financial assistance to help with the costs they incurred in providing emergency shelter during the flooding.  The Red Cross in Antigo is slated to receive $2,000 and the Marinette chapter will receive $1,000.  The American Red Cross had shelters open for two days.  In addition, they provided meals to flood victims and emergency responders.
The Red Cross also continues to work with the Salvation Army in providing emergency assistance to residents impacted by the floodwaters.  In Marinette, the Red Cross is providing lodging at a motel for two families that remain displaced by flooding.

Department of Commerce – Department of Commerce is working with the City of Antigo and Marinette County regarding emergency housing assistance.  Commerce has tentatively committed up to $500,000 under a Community Development Block Grant – Emergency Assistance Program (CDBG-EAP).  As part of the application process, City of Antigo and Marinette County need to determine the number of low to moderate income households that were impacted by the floods and the estimated damage costs. The process will take up to four weeks for local governments to complete which includes conducting a public meeting.  The CDBG would be administered by the local housing authority in Antigo and Emergency Management in Marinette County.  It would be used to help residents pay for new water heaters, furnaces, and other eligible real property items that were damaged by the flooding.  In addition, the American Red Cross and Sears may also help provide water heaters.
The Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Emergency Program may also provide assistance in restoring or replacing critical infrastructure that was damaged or destroyed as a result of the flooding.

Department of Transportation – Department of Transportation (DOT) is working with the county highway commissioners regarding road damage.  Local road damage may be eligible for assistance with the DOT State Flood Aid Program.  Damages to the federal aid systems (county and state highways) are not eligible for federal disaster assistance.

Department of Health and Family Services – County health departments continue to assist flood victims by providing information on flood cleanup procedures.

For additional information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
