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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON NORTHERN WISCONSIN FLOODING - Report #4

OVERVIEW –  A river flood warning remains in effect for the Wolf River in Outagamie County.  The river is a foot and a half over the flood stage.  Wisconsin Emergency Management has been in contact with Outagamie and Waupaca County Emergency Management along with the National Weather Service and is closely monitoring the situation.  According to local officials, there is no threat to homes at this time.  A river flood warning has been canceled for the Peshtigo and Oconto Rivers as the water continues to drop.  

Langlade County –  In the latest damage assessments it is reported that 62 homes had minor flood damage and there are 20 homes that are still without power. They are waiting for the water to be removed and the area cleaned before the home is inspected and power restored. There are some houses on the fringe of the flood that started to get sewage coming up through their basements on Thursday morning.  They are being cleaned and disinfected.  All houses impacted by the flood have had at least a preliminary inspection by firefighter, a building inspector and a utility representative.  Most power is now restored.  There are a couple of rental units that the landlords have decided not to reopen as rental property.  The American Red Cross is working with these families in helping them to relocate.  After a thorough cleaning and inspection, many businesses are also now able to reopen.

The Department of Social Services has agreed to re-issue food stamps to those who had to destroy their food supply because it was not refrigerated due to utilities being shutoff for several days during the flooding.

The American Red Cross and Salvation Army’s Service Center will remain open through Sunday.  It is located at St. Hyacinth’s Church in Antigo.   The Red Cross is collecting names of residents who are requesting assistance.  They are keeping a list of those who need water heaters and will either purchase water heaters or work with a vendor who said that they might donate free water heaters.  The Salvation Army is also providing assistance to families. They have agreed to set up a committee to manage and distribute the donations of money that are being collected by the Chamber of Commerce.  Donations can be dropped off at the CoVantage Credit Union in Antigo or mailed to: Antigo Flood Relief Fund, PO Box 339, Antigo WI 54409.

A donations/volunteer hotline has been established.  If people or businesses have items to donate, they should call 715-623-4134 or for long distance 1-888-526-4523, and leave their name and phone number with a list of items available and someone will return their call. A list of supplies needed at this time include hot water heaters, furnaces, washer and dryers, and assorted cleaning supplies. 
The Langlade County Public Health Department is managing volunteers. They expect a large number of volunteers from across the state to arrive in Antigo this weekend to help with the cleanup.  The county will operate a volunteer line throughout the weekend to assign volunteers to various cleanup locations.  People who are interested in volunteering with the cleanup or need assistance should contact the health department. Several churches are helping with the flood cleanup and youth groups are picking up debris from public areas along Lake Park, JC Park and along the lake.  In addition, local officials are using Huber prisoners to help and the County Forestry Department is using their trucks to haul garbage and debris to the landfill.  

The local hospital in Antigo is now providing free water testing to homes impacted by the flood.  The City of Antigo Public Works Department had been providing that service. Local health officials have advised residents to boil water for 5 minutes before use as a precautionary measure until their water test results come back (24 hours).  So far, there have been no reports of contamination.

All city roads are now open.  County roads that are still closed include Monarch Road (approach to the bridge is washed out), Flack Road in eastern Langlade County, and Spring Brook Road between X & H is still flooded.

There will be a public meeting Tuesday evening in Antigo at the St. John’s Church.  Representatives from various volunteers groups, health department, business organizations, and local governments will be there to answer questions and provide information.

Marinette County - Marinette County Emergency Management officials report that the Peshtigo River is below flood stage in most areas. Currently, all roads are open that were affected by the flooding.  No water is over any road at this time.  However, officials continue to monitor the rivers for the possibility of ice dams developing.  The Menominee River had an ice dam quickly form Wednesday evening, about a mile upstream of the Park Mills Dam.  Water behind the ice dam rose quickly and caused flood damage to one house.  The ice dam broke and levels returned to normal. Currently, all levels on the Menominee River are below flood stage.

Marinette County Emergency Management continues to gather damage assessment figures.  So far, flooding on roads and drainage areas have caused about $175,000 in damage but local officials expect that number to rise because they are still waiting for damage estimates from a few municipalities.

County officials also report that they had $121,500 in damage to homes.  They had several homes with basement flooding but fortunately only three homes had major damage.  In addition, two business reported minor damage totaling $34,000.

The American Red Cross is putting together a panel to disburse WHEDA funds and to coordinate any other unmet needs.  Marinette County Emergency Management is also working with Department of Commerce on the application for a Community Development Block Grant – Emergency Assistance Program (CDBG-EAP).  

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at

 608-242-3232.
