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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT #2 ON WISCONSIN’S RESPONSE TO HURRICANE KATRINA  
Overview – Governor Doyle and other state officials were notified today that all plans to transfer Hurricane Katrina evacuees from Texas to other states are on hold.  Recent assessments conducted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency have determined that many evacuees are not interested in transferring from their current locations in Texas.  They prefer to stay in the region as they resolve issues concerning the status of property, employment, and the safety of loved ones.  States were asked to remain on standby if additional sheltering needs are identified. 
State Emergency Operations Center – The State Emergency Operations Center remains partially activated with hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with two six-hour shifts.  If the stand down continues, the hours may be reduced in the next day or so.  
Evacuees in Milwaukee – The Salvation Army and Red Cross reported that they have 40 people currently staying at the Tommy Thompson Youth Center at the State Fair Park.  They have assisted over 100 individuals who have made their way to the Milwaukee area. 

Assistance to Hurricane Evacuees - Milwaukee Impact 211 is prepared to serve as the Wisconsin Hurricane Relief Center.  The 211 center will be able to answer calls from evacuees in Wisconsin in need of services.  The phone number is 1-866-211-3380. They will be able to refer evacuees and family members to appropriate resources.  In addition, evacuees are asked to register with FEMA at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or for the hearing/speech impaired at TTY: 1-800-462-7585.  They may be eligible for federal disaster relief programs which include disaster housing and other grants.  The current hours and days of operation are 24 hours a day, seven days per week.  Registration is also available online on the FEMA website at www.fema.gov.  In addition, evacuees are advised to contact the local American Red Cross chapter and the local public health department to determine what state/local resources are available.  To help answer some of the concerns/questions, Wisconsin Emergency Management has listed links to various programs and departments on the WEM website at http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov.

Donations – It is recommended that those who want to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina make a financial donation to a reputable charity rather than gathering supplies and sending them to the Gulf Coast.   Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama are working through the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) on identifying any needs they have.  The state has set up a phone number that state agencies may refer individuals or organizations to that are offering assistance, goods, or services. That phone number is 608-242-3305 and it will be staffed from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Emergency Management Assistance Compact  (EMAC) -  The State Emergency Operations Center is monitoring the EMAC website for requests for assistance from the impacted states. They have asked Wisconsin to develop a list of available personnel and resources for future deployment.  Representatives from the law enforcement and fire communities will be working with us to help organize long term assistance to the states in need.  We are also monitoring the website for requests for assistance from other response agencies.  We will continue to match these requests against the list of people who have signed up on the WEM website.  We have also passed along EMAC requests to Department of Health and Family Services and the Department of Natural Resources to determine if they can fill requested positions.  Responders should continue to register on the WEM website if they are available to volunteer for assistance.  The website is http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov.
For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
