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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT #3 ON WISCONSIN’S RESPONSE TO HURRICANE KATRINA  
Overview – Overnight plans were made to airlift hurricane evacuees to Wisconsin.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency has chartered a Delta Airlines jet to transport at least 90+ evacuees and 15 pets to Milwaukee today.  The plane landed at 1:30p.m.at the 128th Wisconsin Air National Guard Refueling Wing at General Mitchell Airport in Milwaukee. The evacuees have been transported to the Tommy Thompson Youth Center facility at State Fair Park for temporary shelter.  The Red Cross, local and state officials, and agencies will be there to provide appropriate assistance.  They remain on standby for possible additional flights in the near future.
Request for Federal Emergency Assistance – This afternoon, Governor Doyle formally requested a federal emergency declaration from the President for Wisconsin that would allow state and local agencies to recoup costs associated with caring for Hurricane Katrina evacuees.  
State Emergency Operations Center – The State Emergency Operations Center remains partially activated with hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with two six-hour shifts until further notice.  
Assistance to Hurricane Evacuees - Milwaukee Impact 211 is serving as the Wisconsin Hurricane Relief Center.  The 211 center is answering calls from evacuees in any Wisconsin community in need of services.  The phone number is 1-866-211-3380. They will be able to refer evacuees and family members to appropriate resources.  In addition, evacuees are asked to register with FEMA at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or for the hearing/speech impaired at TTY: 1-800-462-7585.  They may be eligible for federal disaster relief programs which include disaster housing and other grants.  Registration is also available online on the FEMA website at www.fema.gov.  In addition, evacuees are advised to contact the local American Red Cross chapter and the local public health departments to determine what state/local resources are available.  To help answer some of the concerns/questions, Wisconsin Emergency Management has listed links to various programs and departments on the WEM website at http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov.

DHFS has forwarded Updates and Policy Information regarding Hurricane Katrina evacuees to appropriate county agency directors, financial managers, and to supervisors in the Income Maintenance, Mental Health/Substance Abuse, Long Term Care, Child Welfare and other appropriate program areas. 
Food Stamp Procedures for Retailers – DHFS has issued special food stamp procedures for Wisconsin retailers.  For the next two weeks, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service is relaxing the requirements for key-entered EBT transactions.  Because many food stamp recipients have been displaced without their EBT cards, they can no longer access their food stamp benefits.  The EBT card is normally required to be present in order to conduct a key-entered transaction where the card number and PIN are manually entered. 
Offers of Assistance – It is recommended that those who want to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina make a financial donation to a reputable charity rather than gathering supplies and sending them to the Gulf Coast.   The state has set up a phone number that state agencies may transfer individuals or organizations to that are offering assistance, goods, or services. That phone number is 608-242-3305 and is staffed 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays.  This phone number is not for publication – please transfer callers to this number.
Emergency Management Assistance Compact  (EMAC) -  The State Emergency Operations Center has received requests for a variety of positions:
· A request for building inspectors in Mississippi has been sent to Department of Commerce

· A request for coroners has been sent to Dane County Coroner John Stanley 

· A request for Community Relations was sent to county emergency management directors

In addition, the state has been asked to develop a list of law enforcement and fire fighter teams of 50+ members each that could be sent for future deployments to the impacted states.

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
