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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT #2 (1215 Hours) – AUGUST 18, 2005 TORNADOES AND STORMS
OVERVIEW – A series of tornadoes have hit Wisconsin, causing widespread damage.  The National Weather Service reports 24 to 25 unconfirmed tornados.  Significant damages occurred in Dane County in the City of Stoughton and Towns of Dunn and Pleasant Spring areas, and the Village of Viola in Richland and Vernon Counties.  One death was reported in Stoughton with 18 injuries, and 3 injuries in Viola.  Power and other utility outages continue.  The Governor signed a state proclamation declaring a State of Emergency for Dane and Richland Counties.

Richland County – Significant damages are reported in the Village of Viola.  The Village has declared a State of Emergency.  Residential damage is 80 minor, 28 moderate, 10 major, and 9 destroyed.  Commercial damages are reported 2 minor and 1 destroyed.  The Post Office incurred major damage.  Preliminary damage estimate is $1 million with the majority covered by insurance.  Power will be out for 48 hours.  Viola Municipal Electric Utility and Richland County Cooperative sustained damages.  Local officials are conducting damage assessment and will submit a report to the State later today. Briefing held at 11 a.m. with another one scheduled for 2:15 p.m.  A public hearing may be held later today at the Methodist Church.   The Sheriff’s Department is considering requesting assistance from the Department of Corrections for debris clearance.  A Viola Disaster Relief Fund has been established at a local bank.   
Dane County – Dane County declared a sate of emergency for the entire county.  Preliminary damage reports indicate 18 homes destroyed with many more reporting damages.  County damage assessment will continue through the day.  Debris removal is being coordinated by Dane County Highway Department.  Stoughton Fire Department is doing a house by house search to provide clearances for re-entry of residents into the area.  A pass system has been implemented to regulate access to the area with passes (wrist bands) issued to residents at the Stoughton City Hall.  Red Cross has established a shelter at the Stoughton Community Building and will open a service center.  The Salvation Army is establishing an emergency canteen to serve first responders and area residents affected by the storm.  Stoughton has public electric and water utilities that also incurred damages.    

The Civil Air Patrol did a photo reconnaissance of the tornado path in Dane and Richland Counties.

The Department of Natural Resources has two incident management overhead teams in Viola and Stoughton, which are coordinating volunteer resources.

The Department of Corrections is available to help with debris clearance if needed.

The State Patrol is assisting with traffic control in Viola.

Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Agency has $30,000 available to assist volunteer agencies with emergency housing needs.

Wisconsin Emergency Management continues to apprise the Federal Emergency Management Agency of the situation.  State EOC is activated and WEM is coordinating with county emergency management directors to gather damage assessment reports.  WEM continues to answer questions from legislators and the Congressional Delegation as well as state and national media.

Status of Other Impacted Counties
Adams County – Residential damage was 6 minor and 1 major with 100% insured.

Columbia County reports no damage.  

Grant County reported that a tornado touched down in the Village of Muscoda reporting minor damage to homes. Numerous trees and power lines were damaged.  

Iowa County – Damages were primarily to downed trees with $1,000 report for debris clearance. 

Jefferson County – Residential damage is 10 minor for $50,000 in damages and 3 businesses with minor damage for $50,000.  Damages 85% covered by insurance.  Estimating $5,000 in debris clearance.  Majority of debris has been cleaned up.  Jefferson County Emergency Management and the National Weather Service will do a field inspection of southwestern part of the County.    

Lafayette County – Damages were reported in the City of Darlington, Villages of Gratiot and South Wayne, and the Towns of Wayne, Gratiot, Shullsburg, and Benton.  Residential damage is 20 minor and 10 major for $200,000 in damages.  It is reported that 7 agricultural buildings were destroyed for an estimated $500,000.  Insurance coverage is estimated at 75%.  There is estimated $77,000 in public damages.  There were downed trees and power lines.  

Monroe County – Residential damage was 2 minor and 1 major in the Tomah and Byron area.  Damages reported at $50,000 with 80 percent insured.

Portage County – Yesterday the County’s 9-1-1 system was struck by lightning, but is now operational.
Sauk County – Residential damages reported in the Town of Sumpter in the Highway C and Stone Pocket Road area with at least one home destroyed.   County is conducting a damage assessment and will file a report when completed.  A roof of a nursing home in Spring Green was damaged as well as 100 pine trees heavily damaged.
Vernon – A small portion of Viola is in Vernon County.  Damages were also reported in the Esofea area.  County is conducting a damage assessment and will file a report when completed. 

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
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