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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON EAU CLAIRE FIRE #2 
OVERVIEW – Wisconsin Emergency Management continues to monitor a fire at Waste Research and Reclamation located in the Town of Washington, outside of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. The fire is approximately one mile south of Interstate 94.  Fire crews were allowing the fire to burn as there is a potential for chemicals to be present within the plant that may react with water and there are explosions. The plume has changed from black smoke to light green. The fire crews will begin to fight the fire at 11:45 a.m. There are no reports of injury or death. 
Evacuations - A half-mile evacuation around the plant was ordered for the Town of Washington. Evacuees are being sheltered at the town hall.  Other nearby residents have evacuated on their own.  Residents of the City of Eau Claire are being advised to shelter in place and turn off air conditioners.  As fire crews begin to fight the fire, residents in a nearby neighborhood between Rudolph and Golf Roads have been asked to voluntarily evacuate.  They are being alerted through the Amber Alert system. 

Road Closures: Both lanes of Highway 93 is closed from Golf Road to about 1-1/2 mile south. Once the fire crews begin to fight the fire, Interstate 94 will be temporarily closed beginning at 11:30 a.m. between exits 59 and 70.  
Responders – Fire departments from Altoona, Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire and associated town fire departments are on scene as well as the State Patrol. The Department of Natural Resources is on-scene conducting air monitoring. Also on scene is the Level A Hazardous Material Team from Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls.  Air samples are negative for volatile organic compounds (VOC). Wisconsin Emergency Management has dispatched the ACU 1000 trailer, a common communication bridge to allow for common radio and cell phone communication among the responders.  
Wisconsin Emergency Management – Wisconsin Emergency Management partially activated the state Emergency Operations Center in Madison at around 8:30 a.m.  
Correction: The first situation report reported that the WEM Mobile Command Post had been dispatched to the fire scene.  This information is incorrect.  We regret the error. 
