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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #20
OVERVIEW
FLASH FLOOD WATCH REMAINS IN EFFECT THROUGH SATURDAY MORNING FOR PARTS OF SOUTH CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN, GENERALLY ALONG AND SOUTH OF A LINE FROM WISCONSIN DELLS TO BEAVER DAM TO PORT WASHINGTON.  PERIODS OF THUNDERSTORMS AND POTENTIALLY HEAVY RAINS PREDICTED WITH AN ADDITIONAL ONE TO THREE INCHES OF RAIN FALLING TODAY AND TONIGHT.
Late Thursday evening Gov. Doyle requested an expedited presidential disaster declaration in the the five major counties to speed up assistance to the private sector.
FEMA Director David Paulison will visit the EOC this afternoon about 2:30.  WEM Administrator Johnnie Smith and Congressman Ron Kind will then accompany him to view the flooded areas.  FEMA damage assessments for the private sector will begin Saturday morning.
LaCrosse, Vernon, Crawford, Richland and Sauk counties so far have not reported additional damage or serious problems from overnight rains.  We’re still tabulating information from other affected counties (Green, Dane, Racine, Kenosha, Jefferson).  Sandbagging operations have begun in some of those areas.  High lakes as well as streams are now being reported.

New flooding has been reported in Cambridge and Deerfield (Dane/Jefferson counties) at a construction site for a sewer pumping station at Water and Pleasant streets. Some basement flooding has been reported.  In addition, Koshkonong Creek is rising in that area.  
Current statewide damage estimates include 1,056 homes with minor damage, 287 with major damage, 42 homes destroyed (Total 1,385)

Damage amount estimated for individuals: $14 million

Damage amount estimated to public infrastructure & emergency response: $31 million.

These figures are preliminary and are expected to increase.

The State Emergency Operations Center is operational from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Wisconsin Emergency Management has regional directors stationed in Vernon, LaCrosse, and Crawford Counties.  The state continues to coordinate with local and county officials.

DOT
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation reports many road closures throughout Wisconsin.  WI Hwy. 11 in Walworth County between U.S. 14 and WI 89 has been reopened.   Check WisDOT’s website at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm for updated information. 
Wisconsin National Guard

Members of the 229th Engineer Company continue to clear debris from roads in towns of Shelby, Stoddard and Soldier’s Grove.  Two  helicopters with 1st Battalion, 147th Aviation are on standby.  About 90 personnel are supporting flood response.
Department of Corrections 

Will be sending one team each to Soldier’s Grove and Gays Mills for mud and debris removal; two teams to Monona for sandbagging; six to Vernon County for debris removal at dams; and 10 in reserve for Richland County search and rescue if necessary.
DNR

Regional staff is coordinating with state and local public health departments to prioritize sampling private wells.  They are also coordinating continued inspection and debris clearance at various dam sties.  Wardens are providing security at one dam site.

Department of Workforce Development

Contingent on a federal disaster declaration we are planning to request a Disaster National Emergency Grant from DOL-ETA. This grant would provide employment of up to 6 mos. duration for workers whose jobs were impacted by the flood, other dislocated workers and long-term unemployed persons to work at public or non-profit agencies to assist in clean-up, restoration and humanitarian relief efforts in disaster areas. Additional assistance could be provided to workers who need permanent job placement.

At present, we are trying to determine the specific businesses affected and the number of persons temporarily or permanently out of work due to the floods. Once funding is secured, work projects will need to be identified.
Red Cross
Reports very low populations at shelters and is considering closing them.

