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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #21
OVERVIEW
THE FLASH FLOOD WATCH FOR SOUTH CENTRAL AND SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN HAS BEEN CANCELED WITH THE FOCUS FOR HEAVY RAIN SHIFTING TO SOUTH OF WISCONSIN. LOW PRESSURE WILL STILL BRING SOME RAIN TO THE AREA BUT AMOUNTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE TOO LIGHT TO CAUSE FLASH FLOODING. HIGH PRESSURE WILL BEGIN BUILDING LATER TONIGHT BRINGING DRIER AND COOLER WEATHER FOR THE WEEKEND AND INTO EARLY NEXT WEEK.
FEMA Director Paulison is slated to visit the EOC this afternoon about 2:30, with a media availability slated for 2:45 p.m.  WEM Administrator Johnnie Smith and Congressman Ron Kind will accompany him to view the flooded areas.  Edward Buikema, FEMA Region V Regional Administrator along with Ric Klugow will be arrving at the EOC around 12:30 p.m. in anticipation of Director Paulison's visit today. 
FEMA damage assessments for the private sector are set to begin at 8:30 a.m. Saturday morning.  

LaCrosse, Vernon, Crawford, Richland and Sauk counties so far have not reported additional damage or serious problems from overnight rains, though Richland County reports that water is rising again in Viola.  Sandbagging operations are under way in some of those areas.  High lakes as well as streams are now being reported.

New flooding has been reported in Cambridge and Deerfield (Dane/Jefferson counties) at a construction site for a sewer pumping station at Water and Pleasant streets. Some basement flooding has been reported.  In addition, Koshkonong Creek is rising in that area.  
No further incidents of trouble with dams in the region, though concerns are surfacing regarding hay bales at the Hidden Valley Dam.

The Red Cross, Salvation Army and Catholic Social Services have opened an assistance center for flood victims at the North Crawford High School in Gays Mills, with hours of operation from 09:00 to 19:00 hours until further notice.
Wisconsin ARES/RACES

Amateur radio operators are providing support in Racine, Kenosha, Vernon and Crawford counties.

Updated Damage Estimates

Current statewide damage estimates include 1,176 homes with minor damage, 287 with major damage, 44 homes destroyed (Total 1,507)

Damage amount estimated for individuals: $16 million

Damage amount estimated to public infrastructure & emergency response: $32 million
TOTAL:  $48 Million

Damage to businesses – 32 businesses damaged, 25 destroyed (57 total): $4.4 million 
These figures are preliminary and are expected to increase.
Both business and agriculture damage are very fluid.  Overnight rains have impacted more fields.  Farmers are requested to contact their county emergency management office to report crop and livestock losses.  Information on businesses damaged and economic loss is still being gathered. 

Sauk County (population 60,673)
Officials are reporting the Baraboo River is still receding.  They did not receive much rain overnight. 

County officials are reporting:

71 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)

4 homes with first flood flooding (major damage)

0 homes destroyed

75 Total Homes

$299,000 to Individuals

No reports of damage to businesses

$210,000 damage to Public Sector

LaCrosse County (population 109,404) 

The hardest hit area in LaCrosse County is the Town of Shelby.  County officials are reporting: 



450 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)



20 homes with first floor flooding (major damage)



6 homes destroyed



476 TOTAL HOMES 



$1.3 Million to Individuals



2 Businesses damaged - $1 Million



$2 Million in damage to Public Sector

Crawford County (population 17,060) 

County officials are reporting:



100 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)



100 homes with first floor flooding (major damage)



25 homes destroyed



225 TOTAL HOMES



$4.8 Million to Individuals
$3.6 Million in Public Infrastructure
Richland County (population 18,341)

Richland County reports water is rising again in Viola in Richland County.  Highways 131 and 56 are closed.  The Red Cross reports 4 people spent the night at the shelter. 

County officials are reporting:



283 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)



26 homes with first flood flooding (major damage)



7 homes destroyed



316 Total Homes



$ 3.8 Million to Individuals

5 Businesses are reporting major flood damage  - $550,000

$7.3 Million in Public Infrastructure

Vernon County (population 29,188)
County officials are reporting:
200 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)

130 homes with first flood flooding (major damage)

6 homes destroyed

336 Total Homes

$4.7 Million to Individuals

$16.8 Million in Public Infrastructure

Columbia:  Nothing reported for private damages.  $6,000 in public damages.  Looks like most of the problems were in the Lodi area.  Not requesting any assistance.  

Dane:  16 homes affected with 10 minor damages for an estimated $414,000 with an estimated 0% insurance.  Business losses are estimated at $9,500.  There are crop and livestock losses.  Public costs are estimated at $436,556.  Waters levels on the Madison lakes.  Sandbagging is occurring in Monona, McFarland, Middleton, and the Town of Dunn.  Damage assessment will continue. Update for 8/24/07:  Damages are also occurring in Cambridge, Deerfield, Christiana, and Springdale.  Trees are down in Primrose, Montrose, and Verona. There are bridge concerns in Springdale and Christiana.

Green:  Rain from last night has created significant problems.  Numerous roads are closed and others covered with water.  In Albany – 20+ homes have basement flooding. Some sewer backup reported in New Glarus.  One home in Monroe has a collapsed basement wall.  The Village of Brooklyn is also reporting problems with the sewer plant, but there are no reports of water or sewage in basements.  Several homes along the Sugar River have requested sandbags that the Highway Department can provide.  

Iowa:  $10,000 in private damages and $44,000 in public damages.  Additional sandbags in place in Avoca.  8 residences with minor damage with estimated $10,000.  Not requesting any assistance.

Kenosha:  Fox River is climbing.  Mobile homes along Hwy 50 evacuated.  Numerous roads covered with water.

Jefferson:  Minor flooding in low areas primarily farm land.  One road closed in Lake Mills.

Lafayette:  Pecatonica River is rising.  One road closed.  Not aware of any other problems at this point.  Not requesting any assistance.

Racine:  This morning, Racine County Executive William McReynolds issued a state of emergency.  More than 30 homeowners have reported damages on the hotline.  Nine farms reporting crop losses.  One apartment has had several units damaged.  Town of Burlington has high water on Bohner’s Lake impacting yards, piers and docks. Two homes are surrounded by water.  Damages are still being determined.  

Rock:  Nothing reported for private damages. Public - $33,500.  Minor road damages.

The State Emergency Operations Center is operational from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Wisconsin Emergency Management has regional directors stationed in Vernon, LaCrosse, and Crawford Counties.  The state continues to coordinate with local and county officials.
DOT
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation reports many road closures throughout Wisconsin.  Check WisDOT’s website at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm for updated information. 
Wisconsin National Guard

Members of the 229th Engineer Company continue to clear debris from roads in towns of Shelby, Stoddard and Soldier’s Grove.  Two  helicopters with 1st Battalion, 147th Aviation are on standby.  About 90 personnel are supporting flood response.
Department of Corrections 

Have one team each in Soldier’s Grove and Gays Mills for mud and debris removal; two teams are in Monona/Dane County for sandbagging; six to Vernon County for debris removal at dams.
DNR

Regional staff is coordinating with state and local public health departments to prioritize sampling private wells.  They are also coordinating continued inspection and debris clearance at various dam sties.  Wardens are providing security at one dam site. Sauk City reports 2,000 pigs were electrocuted overnight in Sauk City.  The DNR is handling carcass disposal efforts.
Red Cross
Red Cross damage assessments have begun in Sauk and northern Richland County. Mobile feeding sites are arranged in Kenosha County/Union Grove for sandbagging work. Overnight census numbers indicate 5 individuals accessed shelters in West Allis and Union Grove. Low census numbers are prompting Red Cross to close shelters in Crawford and Richland counties. The reception center will remain open in Crawford County. The Union Grove shelter will remain open through the weekend.  Mobile feeding also has been set up in Cambridge for sandbagging work. Coordination is taking place with Dane County mental health to address possible mental health needs in Oregon and Cambridge.
Department of Health and Family Services
Three hundred tetanus vaccines have been sent to Crawford County. Additional water testing kids are being sent to various counties. Sauk Coordination is under way with state and local agencies for possible crisis counseling grant dollars.
