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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #22
OVERVIEW
SCATTERED THUNDERSTORMS ARE POSSIBLE THIS AFTERNOON AND EARLY TONIGHT, HOWEVER THE STORMS ARE NOT EXPECTED TO BE SEVERE.  THE HEAVIEST RAINFALL IS EXPECTED TO REMAIN SOUTH AND EAST OF WISCONSIN.  A FLOOD WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED FOR THE CRAWFISH RIVER AT MILFORD AFFECTING JEFFERSON COUNTY.  
Gov. Doyle has extended his emergency declaration to seven more counties:  Dane, Green, Grant, Jefferson, Kenosha, Racine and Rock.  This brings to 12 the number of counties under the declaration.

Racine County has declared a local state of emergency.

FEMA Director David Paulison visited the emergency operations center this afternoon and, after conducting a brief press conference, headed by helicopter with WEM Administrator Johnnie Smith and Col. Donald Dunbar of the Wisconsin National Guard to visit the flooded areas in southwestern Wisconsin.

FEMA damage assessments for the private sector in Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk and Vernon counties are set to begin at 8:30 a.m. Saturday morning. Press wanting to cover the assessments should call 608-242-3292.  

PAULISON VISIT
FEMA Administrator R. David Paulison thanked all the federal, state and local officials for their efforts to assist Wisconsin flood victims.  In a news conference, Paulison said federal officials will be looking at the damage to private and public property and that he will use the preliminary information gathered to make a recommendation to President Bush about a disaster declaration.  If approved, Paulison said, a disaster declaration could result in the following types of assistance for Wisconsin:

· Individual assistance:  grants of up to $28,200 to assist people who are uninsured or underinsured against flood damage.  

· Public assistance:  assistance for public infrastructure such as roads, sewers, police and fire departments and schools.

· Hazard mitigation:  assistance to counties to help complete improvements to minimize future flood damage.

FEMA is unable to directly assist businesses impacted by flooding, but such assistance could come from the U.S. Small Business Administration.

Should a disaster declaration be issued, a toll-free number will be announced for flood victims to request assistance.
State Patrol

Will provide Crawford County Sheriff with additional staffing assistance over the weekend.
DNR
Is expediting the process for culvert replacement and doing outreach to provide info on proper procedures.  Dam inspectors worked today with local staff to recheck dams in Vernon, Richland and Crawford counties.  Inspectors found no dam problems in Dane, Rock or Green counties, and some minor overtopping at a few dams in the southeastern counties.
Department of Health and Family Services

Issued a press release this afternoon on the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning when using generators.

DHFS reports that the remaining 32 residents are back at the Sannes Skaagdolen Nursing Home in Soldier’s Grove.

Department of Workforce Development

At the present time, the only potential unemployment benefits payable for those who are unemployed due to the storms and flooding, are regular Wisconsin unemployment (UI) insurance benefits.  To file for regular UI benefits: 

File on line at: www.ucclaim-wi.org, or call 608-232/0678 in the Madison area, 414-438-7700 in the Milwaukee area, or toll free 

If the federal government makes individual assistance available to a county, those who became unemployed as a direct result of the disaster, and do not qualify for regular UI benefits, may be eligible for Disaster Unemployment Assistance that allows qualified employees, business owners and self employed individuals to collect disaster unemployment benefits based on their loss of employment caused by the flooding.  

Anyone with questions about unemployment should call 608-232-0824 in Madison, 414-438-7713 in Milwaukee, or 1-800-494-4944 toll-free. Employers should call 608-232-0633 in Madison, 414-438-7707 in Milwaukee, or 1-800-247-1744 toll-free.
