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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #23


This will be the only Situation Report for Saturday, Aug. 25th.

NOTE TO MEDIA: All questions relating to FEMA damage assessments should be directed to FEMA Public Affairs. The FEMA PIO on-call this weekend (Aug. 25-26) is Brad Craine. His cell phone is (940) 367-3813. Mr. Craine is traveling with the damage assessment teams. On Monday, reporters can call the WI Emergency Operations Center at 608-242-3292 for updated FEMA Public Affairs staff phone numbers.
OVERVIEW
FEMA Damage Assessments: 

FEMA damage assessments for the private sector are occurring all day Saturday in Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk and Vernon counties. If they do not finish on Saturday, they will continue on Sunday. 

FEMA will begin private sector assessments in Dane, Green, Grant, Jefferson, Kenosha, Racine and Rock counties starting next week. Gov. Doyle extended his emergency declaration to these counties yesterday.
FEMA Public Assistance teams will begin assessing public sector damage in Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk and Vernon counties starting Tuesday.

The assessments are the first step in Wisconsin’s process to request federal disaster relief for communities hit hard by recent flooding and severe storms. 
In a news conference yesterday at the State Emergency Operations Center, FEMA Director David Paulison said federal officials will be looking at the damage to private and public property. If approved, Paulison said, a disaster declaration could result in the following types of assistance for Wisconsin:

· Individual assistance:  grants of up to $28,200 to assist people who are uninsured or underinsured against flood damage.  

· Public assistance:  assistance for public infrastructure such as roads, sewers, police and fire departments and schools.

· Hazard mitigation:  assistance to counties to help complete improvements to minimize future flood damage.

FEMA is unable to directly assist businesses impacted by flooding, but such assistance could come from the U.S. Small Business Administration.

Should a disaster declaration be issued, a toll-free number will be announced for flood victims to request assistance.
Deaths Related to Storms

Two adults and a child lost their lives when they were electrocuted by a downed power line in Dane County late Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 22nd. The mother and child were waiting for a bus on N. Sherman Avenue, in the City of Madison, when an electrical utility pole was struck by lightning, causing a live wire to come into contact with a flooded portion of the curb.  A bus rider got off the bus to assist, but was also electrocuted.  The bus driver attempted to help, but was shocked and fell back into the bus.  The woman’s son was also shocked, but survived.

National Guard 
Wisconsin National Guard engineers with the 229th Engineer Company continue road clearing and repair operations in and around Stoddard, Utica, Clayton, Shelby, and Soldier’s Grove. Approximately 64 Wisconsin National Guard personnel are supporting flood response operations.

Department of Corrections
Strike teams are working on debris removal in the following counties:

6 teams in Vernon County 

2 teams in Crawford County

2 strike teams are working on sand bag operations in Dane County (Monona)
Department of Transportation
The DOT is reporting the following road OPENINGS:

La Crosse County:

WIS 35, US 14/61 to South County Line – (NOTE: Will be closed again on Saturday, August 25th, from 4 to 6 PM to facilitate additional repairs.)

Richland County:

WIS 131 – Viola to LaFarge

WIS 56, WIS 131 to County G

Vernon County:

WIS 35, Stoddard to the North County Line -- (NOTE: Will be closed again on Saturday, August 25th, from 4 to 6 PM to facilitate additional repairs.)
WIS 82, WIS 56 to La Farge

Check WisDOT’s website at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm for updated information. 
Red Cross
The Badger Chapter in Madison will do mobile feeding in Soldiers Grove and Gays Mills this weekend. Snacks and water will be available in Richland Center. Reception/distribution at North Crawford High School will be open this weekend.

 

Clean Up kits will arrive in the afternoon and will be distributed along with mobile feeding at 8 sites throughout Vernon County (Chaseburg, Stoddard, Genoa, DeSoto, Coon Valley, Westby, Libery Pole, Reedstown, Viroqua).  Good Shepherd Church in Viroqua will continue to be the reception/distribution center.

 

Greater Milwaukee Chapter will again provide mobile feeding (lunch and dinner) for Silver Lake, and Wheatland in Kenosha County. Bulk distribution will be available from the Old Union Grove school (10am-5pm). Bulk distribution will also be available in Racine (10am-5pm). Work gloves, disinfectant, garbage bags, face masks, water and clean up kits will be available.

 

Tommy Thompson shelter in West Allis had 3 flood related residents. This shelter will remain open through August 29th (Wednesday) of next week.
