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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #27
NOTE TO MEDIA: All questions relating to FEMA damage assessments should be directed to FEMA Public Affairs. Please call FEMA Public Information Officer Doug Ward at 608-242-3325. His cell phone number is 337-281-4358.
OVERVIEW

NOTE: FEMA and Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) are staffing the EOC through today (Thursday, August 30). Other agencies are transitioning to on-call status. FEMA and WEM staff will transition to the Joint Field Office in La Crosse starting Friday, August 31. 

Today, FEMA is conducting Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDAs) for public property in Dane County.  FEMA has completed PDAs for private property in Dane, Racine, Kenosha, Jefferson, Green, Grant, Columbia, Iowa, and Rock counties. These counties have been declared states of emergency by Governor Jim Doyle, but they have not yet received a federal disaster declaration. Residents cannot contact FEMA for assistance unless a federal disaster declaration is made. In the meantime, residents should contact their local unit of government to report damage. 
Residents and business owners, who sustained losses in Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk and Vernon counties can begin applying for federal disaster assistance now by registering online at http://www.fema.gov or by calling 1-800-621-3362 or 1-800-462-7585 (TTY) for the hearing and speech impaired. The toll-free telephone numbers will operate from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (local time) seven days a week (including Labor Day).
Farmers in Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk and Vernon counties are now eligible for USDA assistance as a result of the presidential disaster declaration.  In addition, farmers in counties that are contiguous to the declared counties in both Wisconsin and Minnesota are eligible.  Wisconsin contiguous counties are: Adams, Buffalo, Columbia, Dane, Grant, Iowa, Juneau, Jackson, Monroe and Trempealeau.  Farmers should contact their county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to report losses and apply.

Disaster Recovery Centers:
Disaster Recovery Centers (DRC) will open today (Thursday, August 30) in Crawford, La Crosse and Richland counties. FEMA, state and local agencies will staff the DRCs to answer questions, help with applying for disaster assistance and provide flood mitigation information. No cash, checks, debit cards or vouchers are distributed at the centers, which are for dissemination of information to assist flood victims. The following centers are open from noon to 7 p.m. today and thereafter from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily until further notice:

Crawford County DRC
North Crawford High School

47050 County Road X

Soldiers Grove, WI
La Crosse DRC

Town of Shelby Town Hall

2801 Ward Avenue

La Crosse, WI
Richland DRC

Richland County Production Services Building

301 Industrial Drive

Richland Center, WI
Vernon County – Residents downstream of dam structures (Runge Hollow, Yttri-Primmer, Hidden Valley and Seas Branch), who were evacuated as a precautionary measure, were allowed to return to their homes, effective yesterday morning. Officials continue to monitor flood control structures.  Designs have been finished for temporary repair on Runge Hollow and a permanent repair on Hidden Valley. Construction is scheduled to begin today for these two flood control structures. A permanent repair for both Runge Hollow and Yttri-Primmer dams will likely be completed in 2008. Repairs to Sidie Hollow, Tally, Seas Branch and Melby flood control structures also are planned.

Wisconsin National Guard 

Wisconsin National Guard engineers with the 229th Engineer Company of Platteville and Prairie du Chien continue road clearing and repair operations.
Department of Health and Family Services
Public health staff members continue to work with local health departments on testing wells that have been impacted by flooding. Tetanus vaccine has been resupplied to local health departments as needed to prevent wound injuries that may occur from cleaning debris in households.  DHFS will assist in staffing the disaster recovery centers in Crawford and Richland counties.

Department of Housing and Urban Development

HUD announced that they will speed federal disaster assistance to provide support to homeowners and low-income renters forced from their homes.  

Visit www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/proograms/dri/
Department of Workforce Development 

Individuals in Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk and Vernon counties affected by the recent severe storms and floods are eligible to apply for assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), including Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA).

DUA benefits are not payable if an individual is eligible for regular unemployment insurance benefits. This program provides benefits to those who lost employment because of the disaster and do not qualify for regular benefits. Suffering a monetary loss due to damage to property or crops does not automatically entitle an individual to Disaster Unemployment Assistance.

Workers, including those who are self-employed in farming or other business, must apply for benefits by September 26, 2007. Applications can be filed by calling the DWD Unemployment Insurance Division in Madison at (608) 232-0678, in Milwaukee at (414) 438-7700, and toll-free at 1-800-822-5246. A special TTY number for the hearing impaired is also available at 1-888-393-8914.

For more information, please see the Department of Workforce Development web site at http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/newsreleases/2007/0827_disaster_unemployment_insurance.pdf
Department of Transportation: 
Check WisDOT’s Web site at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm for updated road closing information. 
Red Cross:
La Crosse County:

· Reception Center at Southern Bluffs High School, La Crosse – open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Vernon County: 

· Reception Center at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Viroqua. Open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
· Bulk distribution centers at Village Hall, 400 Depot St. Chaseburg - open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Stoddard Fire Station, 188 N. Main St., Stoddard - open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Community Center, 57 Crawford St., Desoto - open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Racine County:
· Reception Center located at the Racine Red Cross Office, 4521 Taylor Ave., Racine.
Kenosha County:

· Reception Center located 19600 75th Street, Bristol 
For Kenosha and Racine counties: Clean-up kits are available. For client casework, please call: 1-800-236-8687.
Crawford and Richland counties will be serviced by a service center at North Crawford County High School, Soldiers Grove, which is open 9 a.m. to 7p.m. Client casework/outreach will also emanate from North Crawford High School for Crawford and Richland counties. 

Reception Centers offer snacks and beverages along with clean up kits, comfort kits, client case work and information and referrals. Assistance may include payment for groceries, new clothing, and rent, as well as funds for emergency home repairs, transportation, household items, medicines, and tools. Individuals or families who apply for assistance must provide identification and address as proof that they live in the affected area.
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