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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SPOONER EXPLOSION #1
OVERVIEW – Around 8:30 this morning, there was a chemical explosion and fire at the Cortec Spray Technologies, formerly known as Rawn Chemical in Spooner.  Cortec Spray Technologies is a manufacturer of aerosols for lubrication and paint solvents.  The plant is located near the intersections of Highways 253 and 63.  It is believed the fire is out.  Officials are unsure what chemicals are involved in the explosion.
Washburn County officials say there are two serious injuries.  The State Patrol has set up a 2 block perimeter around the plant and an area ½ mile north and east of the facility has been evacuated as a precaution.  This included homes and businesses.  Approximately 100 people have been displaced.  The National Guard armory is being used by the Red Cross to assist evacuees and responders with food and water.  About 20 people are at that facility. The local school is sheltering in place.  The Department of Natural Resources has a building nearby and they are sheltering in place as well.  
A media hotline has been set up at 715-635-2141 ext. 205.  A press conference was held at noon and another media briefing will be held at 3:00 p.m.
State Response – WI State Patrol, WI Department of Natural Resources, and Wisconsin Emergency Management have staff on the scene assisting with local officials.  
Public Health – WI Department of Health and Family Services is working with Washburn County Public Health.  They are advising residents that the chemical smoke can irritate eyes, nose, throat and lungs.  In addition, some health effects can be delayed (36 hours) and can become more severe.  People who breathed or smelled the smoke or had eye or respiratory irritation should see a health care provider.

State Emergency Operations Center – The State EOC was activated at 11:30 this morning to provide assistance.  Agencies in the EOC include Wisconsin Emergency Management, Department of Health and Family Services, Department of Natural Resources, National Guard, and WI State Patrol.
