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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SPOONER EXPLOSION #2
OVERVIEW – Local, state and federal officials are in Spooner monitoring the situation following the explosion and fire this morning at the Cortec Spray Technologies, formerly known as Rawn Chemical. The plant is located near the intersections of Highways 253 and 63.  Two people were injured the explosion and taken to area hospitals.  Four other people in the building during the blast were not injured. 
The Level A Hazardous Materials Team from Superior is in Spooner assisting with air monitoring to determine if there are harmful contaminants or chemicals in the air. Cortec manufactures aerosol type products; however, it appears no hazardous chemicals were involved in the fire.  In addition, the company has hired a private contractor WRR from Eau Claire to monitor the air and groundwater as well. Preliminary tests show little or no contamination in the area. More tests will be conducted. An evacuation ½ mile around the site on the south side of the city remains in effect.  

Officials have checked school buses that were parked near the facility when the explosion occurred.  Officials have determined that they buses are safe and have checked the air in the buses. School will be let out at the normal time and buses will be used to transport students home.  Students that live in the evacuated area will be taken to the National Guard Armory that is being used as a Red Cross shelter.  Residents are asked to monitor their local radio stations for additional information.
Approximately 50-60 first responders representing law enforcement, fire and EMS are monitoring the situation.  Local mutual aid is being used.  In addition, representatives from the EPA and OSHA are at the site.  Officials are still not sure what caused the explosion or what chemicals may be involved. 
Wisconsin State Patrol is working with Washburn County Sheriff’s office and Spooner Police Department in detouring and directing traffic.  Department of Natural Resources will be sampling for contaminants in the soil and water.  Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services continue to provide information to the Washburn County Public Health Department on possible health issues as a result of the explosion and smoke.  
Wisconsin Emergency Management has two staff members on scene.  WEM Northwest Regional Director Rhonda Reynolds and Emergency Police Services Deputy Director Dallas Neville are providing assistance to local officials.  Wisconsin National Guard is on standby in the event the Civil Support Team is needed. 
The State Emergency Operations Center in Madison remains activated to provide any assistance.  

