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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON STORMS #18
OVERVIEW – Efforts continue to deliver assistance in the aftermath of severe rainfall and flooding.  Aerial surveys of damage throughout affected areas will continue today, and damage assessment totals will continue to be gathered.  The National Weather Service reports a cold front moving into Wisconsin from the west on Wednesday could bring additional rainfall of one to four inches and severe weather to the area.
Federal Emergency Management Agency:  FEMA has been contacted and will be in Wisconsin, beginning Wednesday, to conduct damage assessments beginning in Sauk, Columbia, Milwaukee, Vernon and Crawford Counties. The damage assessments from the initial FEMA surveys will be used to draft a formal request from Governor Jim Doyle for a Federal disaster declaration.
WI National Guard:  National Guard engineers continue to provide engineering expertise to other officials through aerial and ground assessments and completed several today including Dodge and Columbia County (w/ Dodge and Columbia County officials); over Lake Delton (w/ DNR and WisDOT officials) and Vernon County (w/Vernon County officials).

The Guard is planning a comprehensive aerial damage assessment mission using an Mississippi National Guard RC-26 plane to acquire high-definition photos and real-time video feed with the intent of viewing it live in the State EOC.  State agencies will coordinate with the Guard on areas they would like photographed using this technology. The flight was expected to take off approximately 3:30 p.m.  The first area to be viewed will be the Phantom Lake Dam area in Waukesha County.
Lake Delton:  A team of officials from various agencies is working today to assess the situation at Lake Delton where a breech in County Highway A allowed the lake to drain.  Representatives from WisDOT, Federal Highway Administration, DNR and the National Guard are on-site.

Department of Natural Resources: DNR is surveying Lake Wisconsin and the Wisconsin River for debris.  DNR is also providing pumps throughout the flood impacted areas to help get water out of basements.  The DNR has 12 boats and operators providing assistance. The DNR sent up aircraft Monday and conducted a flyover of Vernon County dams. Information gathered will be used by DNR engineers, Vernon County officials and National Resources Conservation Service officials to begin planning for emergency stabilization and long-term dam repair. DNR is assisting with debris clean-up in Marshall, Viola and Sauk City. DNR Forestry Teams will resume pumping as needed today.  Kohler-Andre, Wildcat Mountain and Rocky Arbor state parks are closed as are sections of the Elroy-Sparta, LaCrosse River, 400, and Military Ridge state trails.
Current Dam Conditions:
After Lake Delton washed away a portion of HWY A and created a new channel into the Wisconsin River draining the lake into the river, pressure on the Lake Delton Dam has been relieved and water levels at the Mirror Lake Dam have stabilized. 

Other dams: 

Waukesha County :

· Phantom Lake Dam in Mukwonago is overtopping and seeping through the left abutment.     At 1:45 p.m. Waukesha State Patrol office advised that the Chief of Police for Mukwonago reported that the Phantom Lake Dam near Mukwonago is in danger of failing.  If the dam fails, I-43 between 83 and 164 may need to be closed.  State Patrol offered assistance and were advised they will be contacted if needed.

· Saylesville Dam is no longer overtopping.  DNR Dam Safety is evaluating to determine whether highway can be reopened.

· The emergency services is notifying downstream residents and investigating closure of Hwy. 83.  This is a large watershed and because of this, the water may remain high for several days.

Dodge County:

· Beaver Dam Lake dam – River and lake levels are still rising.

· Upper Mayville Dam – Water is overtopping the parking lot adjacent to the dam, and the parking lot is eroding.  The City is attempting repairs by installing riprap.

Columbia County

· Pardeeville – water level has dropped 5 inches since 1 AM.  The dam was inspected by DNR engineer Tuesday morning

· Wyocena – unchanged since Monday.  Inspected by DNR engineer Tuesday morning.

· Taff Dam, at Rocky Run – The emergency spillway is flowing but the dam is stable.

Marquette County

· Montello Granite Dam in Montello is experiencing very high flows and levels.  The city is sandbagging residences on the Montello river downstream of the dam.

Vernon County

· The County is discussing a breach of the Primmer Dam (West Fork Kickapoo 17) in the next couple of days, after the water levels recede, in order to prevent additional impoundment of water in future precipitation events.  This will minimize additional damage to spillway and abutments.

· Jacobson, Duck Egg and Runge Hollow also sustained some damage and erosion during the 08/07 flooding and are additionally stressed at this time.  Some seepage is increasing at this time.  The County is watching the dams carefully.

Adams County

· White Creek Dam is being evaluated by DNR and county engineers.

· Kohl Dam was reported failed on Monday, but the latest report is that it only partially failed.  DNR and county engineers are investigating.

· Fawn Lake Dam is experiencing very high flows.  The county is considering the difficulty of releasing water because of a dam downstream with an absentee, unresponsive owner.

Dept. of Transportation/Road Closures: The WI Dept. of Transportation web site (http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/incident-alerts.htm) has up-to-date maps and information on road closures for Interstate and major state highways. DOT estimates that portions of at least 3 dozen state highways are closed due to flooding. 

I-94 at Rock River west of Johnson Creek in Jefferson County is being monitored.  Water is within two feet of bridge.

Water is rising and within three feet (vertical) of Interstate 90-94 at the Highway 33 interchange in Sauk County. Traffic detour plans are currently being worked on should either road have to be closed.  Eight (8) portable changeable message boards are being moved to the area to assist with the detours if necessary.  Two bridge inspectors are checking the freeboard level at bridges in the vicinity and will continue to monitor it periodically. 
US Highway 14 at Readstown in Vernon County was closed due to high water but has been reopened after a bridge inspection by WisDOT.

WI State Patrol: Reports water is receding in Gays Mills and Soldiers Grove areas.  Residents in those areas are being allowed back to their homes to retrieve necessities. 
Dodge County: State Patrol to re-route traffic from flooded sections of Hwy 151 near exit 120 outside of Columbus. 
Sauk County: HWY 33 bridge in Reedsburg is closed due to structural instability. Reedsburg is experiencing flooding at an electrical substation and at the city’s wastewater treatment plant. DNR has brought in pumps to reduce water levels at these facilities.  There are also concerns about potential contamination in the municipal water system. Water buffaloes are being brought in to provide safe drinking water.  DNR is working with Sauk County Public Health to monitor water quality. About 50 homes in Baraboo have been encouraged to evacuate, along with the Circus World Museum. The Village of Plain Waste Water plant was flooded. One pump has been repaired and the facility is operating at limited capacity. The lift station in the park in North Freedom was flooded and will impact the waste water plant. The Railroad Museum in North Freedom is flooded. Sauk County has requested an additional 36,000 sandbags.  WEM Fire Services Coordinator Keith Tveit is in Sauk County providing assistance.  
Vernon County: There are 113 roads closed. La Farge and Viola are reporting record water levels. Road access to Viola is possible but difficult. Damage assessment will begin this morning.  WEM Regional Director Rhonda Reynolds is at the Vernon County EOC providing assistance.
Red Cross – The Red Cross has closed their shelters in Madison, Spring Green, Elroy, Ontario Lake Delton,  Richland Center and Racine and decided not to open a shelter in Portage due to lack of need. Open shelters include: Columbus, Gays Mills/Soldiers Grove, La Farge, Viroqua, Reedsburg and Avoca.  The Red Cross also is supporting a shelter in Viola.  Distribution centers will be open on Tuesday in La Farge, Kendall, Ontario and Viola for distribution of water, clean-up kits, etc.   Disaster assessment has begun in most areas.
The State Emergency Operations Center remains fully activated.  Multiple agencies and emergency response organizations are cooperating to deliver services to flood stricken counties including: Department of Transportation; Wisconsin State Patrol; Red Cross; Department of Natural Resources; Department of Health and Family Services; Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection; Department of Corrections; National Guard; Wisconsin Emergency Management; Salvation Army and FEMA.
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