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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON STORMS #20
OVERVIEW – Efforts will continue on Wednesday to deliver assistance in the aftermath of severe rainfall and flooding.  County emergency managers are gathering very preliminary damage assessments.  High water on the Rock River in Jefferson County required a precautionary detour of westbound I-94 to be put in place effective at 7 p.m. Tuesday evening.  High water on Phantom Lake in Waukesha County is being monitored because of the potential for a dam failure that could impact I-43.
The National Weather Service reports a cold front moving into Wisconsin from the west on Wednesday could bring additional rainfall of one to four inches and severe weather to the area.
Operational hours of the EOC will be re-evaluated based on the latest weather outlook and other developments. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency:  FEMA will coordinate with WEM Wednesday in preparation for damage assessments beginning Thursday in Sauk, Columbia, Milwaukee, Vernon and Crawford Counties. 
Dept. of Transportation/Road Closures: The Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation web site (http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/incident-alerts.htm) has up-to-date maps and information on road closures for Interstate and major state highways. DOT estimates that portions of at least 3 dozen state highways are closed due to flooding. 

I-94 at Rock River west of Johnson Creek in Jefferson County is being monitored because of rising water in the Rock River.  Westbound I-94 traffic was diverted, beginning at 7:00 p.m. using Hwy 26 to County Hwy B to County V to Hwy. 89 at Lake Mills and then back to I-94.  The detour was functioning smoothly as of 8 p.m.  Water was last reported three inches below the westbound bridge and 15 inches below the eastbound bridge.   The westbound detour will remain in effect until further notice.  The eastbound bridge was expected to remain open, but if it needs to close, eastbound traffic will use the same detour as west bound, but in reverse: Hwy 89, County V, County B, and Hwy 26.
Water is rising and within three feet (vertical) of Interstate 90-94 at the Highway 33 interchange in Sauk County. Traffic detour plans are currently being worked on should either road have to be closed.  Eight portable changeable message boards are being moved to the area to assist with the detours if necessary.  Two bridge inspectors are checking the freeboard level at bridges in the vicinity and will continue to monitor it periodically. 
The US 151 at Columbus will be reopened by approximately 9 p.m. Tuesday night; however, STH 73 in Columbus is being closed due to high water under the bridge.
WI National Guard:  Will do an aerial assessment of flood and storm-damaged areas Wednesday with Governor Doyle.  The C-26 will do another mission Wednesday morning.  Governor Doyle is also expected to fly Wednesday morning.
Lake Delton:  A team of officials from various agencies met Tuesday to assess the situation at Lake Delton where a breach in County Highway A allowed the lake to drain.  Representatives from WisDOT, Federal Highway Administration, DNR and the National Guard participated in the meeting.

Department of Natural Resources: In Spring Green about 30 homes were evacuated.  At the request of county emergency managers, DNR also sent 12 incident management team members to Sauk County to coordinate volunteers working on debris cleanup.
Current Dam Conditions:
Waukesha County :

· Phantom Lake Dam in Mukwonago was observed overtopping and seeping through the left abutment.  The dam is in danger of failing.  If the dam fails, I-43 between 83 and 164 may need to be closed.  State Patrol offered assistance if needed to close the highway.  DNR has not identified any structures that would be threatened in the flood plain downstream from the dam.  A railroad bridge and the Hwy 83 bridge could be affected.  WE Energies and ATC removed power lines from the dam.  Barricades and other resources have been prepositioned at strategic locations around the dam. Hwy 83 remains closed. There is one apartment complex below the dam and officials prepared materials for residents informing them of conditions at the dam and actions they should take. The police and fire departments will check the dam at 20-30 minute intervals during the night, and the dam will be illuminated during the night.
Marquette County

· Montello Granite Dam in Montello is experiencing very high flows and levels.  The city is sandbagging residences on the Montello River downstream of the dam.
· Marquette County Emergency Management reports all dams in their county are stable.
Vernon County

· The County is discussing a breach of the Primmer Dam (West Fork Kickapoo 17) in the next couple of days, after the water levels recede, in order to prevent additional impoundment of water in future precipitation events.  This will minimize additional damage to spillway and abutments.

Adams County

· Kohl Dam was reported failed on Monday, but the latest report is that it only partially failed.  DNR and county engineers are investigating.

DNR has made requests of the governor's office for two executive orders to facilitate dam inspections and repairs of bridges and culverts.  The first suspends the required 30-day public notice period for culvert and bridge permits, and allows waterway permitting on-site.  The second executive order suspends the need for permission to inspect (trespass law) to determine the structural integrity and potential safety problems at any and all dams.

Red Cross –. Open Red Cross shelters (and known number of persons housed) include: Columbus (4), Gays Mills/Soldiers Grove (3), La Farge (10), Reedsburg (16) and Avoca (4).  A Viroqua shelter is on standby. The Red Cross also is supporting a shelter in Viola.  Distribution centers will be open on Wednesday in La Farge, Kendall, Ontario and Viola for distribution of water, clean-up kits, etc.  Disaster assessment has begun in most areas.
A Red Cross damage assessment indicated that in LaFarge, most homes on the west side had water in the living area.  Many homes in Elroy were condemned.
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