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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON STORMS #22
OVERVIEW – State and local agencies continue in the response mode to flooding situations across southern Wisconsin. Severe weather is expected tomorrow, which could cause more problems. Governor Jim Doyle visited Soldiers Grove and Mukwonago today to survey flood damage. 
Dept. of Transportation/Road Closures:  Wisconsin Department of Transportation officials have announced that rising water on the Baraboo River north of where I-39 and I-90/94 divide may force closure of two interstate highways in the Portage area in Columbia County on Thursday. There is a high potential for closure, officials said, and cautioned motorists to check routes and remain alert as they travel for news of detours. WisDOT is developing possible detour routes. If closure is necessary, they anticipate closing northbound I-39/90/94 at WIS 60 near Lodi (Exit 119); eastbound I-90/94 at US 12 (Exit 92); and southbound I-39 at US 51 (Exit 92) near Portage. Today WisDOT will be putting sandbags on the road shoulders to prevent water from going on the road. Illinois and Minnesota transportation officials are being alerted to the possible closures as well.

The Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation web site (http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/incident-alerts.htm) has up-to-date maps and information on road closures for Interstate and major state highways. DOT estimates that portions of at least 3 dozen state highways are closed due to flooding. 

Department of Natural Resources: At Sauk County’s request, DNR has sent an Incident Management Team to the county to assist in the management of volunteers and other responders. The following State Parks are currently closed: Wildcat Mountain State Park, 400 State Trail, Elroy-Sparta State Trail and Rocky Arbor State Park (closed to camping until Friday). Check the DNR web site daily for updated information: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks/regions/ 
Current Dam Conditions:
Waukesha County:

· Phantom Lake Dam in Mukwonago in Waukesha County is holding stable. DNR will continue to keep a dam engineer on-site to monitor the situation. If the dam fails, I-43 between 83 and 164 may need to be closed.  Barricades and other resources have been prepositioned at strategic locations around the dam. Hwy 83 remains closed. 
· Delafield Dam and Nemahbin/Roller Mill Dam in Delafield are experiencing high water levels. Dam owners are working to relieve water pressure.
Sauk County :

· Virginia Lake Dam is holding. Water is rising and at last report was 2 feet below the top of the dam. DNR reports there are no structures downstream of the dam. 
Marquette County

· Montello Granite Dam in Montello is experiencing very high flows and levels.  The city is sandbagging residences on the Montello River downstream of the dam. Flows are slowly receding.
· Marquette County Emergency Management reports all other dams in their county are stable.
Vernon County

· The County is discussing a deliberate breach of the Primmer Dam (West Fork Kickapoo 17) in the next couple of days, after the water levels recede, in order to prevent additional impoundment of water in future precipitation events.  This will minimize additional damage to spillway and abutments. DNR engineers are reviewing breach plans this morning.
· Reports of the Hillsboro dam failing are incorrect. The Hillsboro dam did NOT fail. There was minor damage that was stabilized. A DNR dam engineer reviewed the dam on Monday and the dam did not fail. The engineer reported the dam appears structurally sound and is functioning.
Dept. of Health and Family Services: DHFS public health sanitarians are working with local health officers in flood-impacted areas to respond to requests for house inspections and provide recommendations for clean-up where possible. 

DHFS advises private well owners to wait until flood waters recede before testing their well. In the meantime they should drink water from a known safe source. After floodwaters recede, well owners should disinfect their well and then test it to ensure there is no contamination. Well owners can contact their local health departments for more information regarding test kits.

Individuals who have suffered puncture wounds during the flooding and don’t know their tetanus shot status should contact their healthcare provider.
WI National Guard:  National Guard engineers continue to provide engineering expertise to other officials through aerial and ground assessments.

Dept. of Corrections: 27 strike teams (145 inmates total) are sandbagging and/or removing debris in Montello, Columbus, Baraboo, Jefferson, Monona, Lone Rock, Avoca and Viola. 
State Patrol: State Patrol has sent strike teams to Gays Mills, Soldiers Grove and Wauzeka for traffic control. In addition, 4 troopers have been sent to Wonewoc for traffic control.
Federal Emergency Management Agency:  FEMA and SBA (Small Business Administration) will begin damage assessments tomorrow in Sauk, Columbia, Milwaukee, Vernon and Crawford Counties. 

Red Cross – Red Cross is currently serving people in the following shelters: Columbus, Gays Mills/Soldiers Grove, La Farge, Reedsburg and Avoca.  Shelters in Viroqua, Fort Atkinson, Big Bend and Caledonia/Racine are on standby. Distribution centers will be open today in La Farge, Kendall, Ontario, Viola, West Baraboo and Gays Mills for distribution of water, clean-up kits, etc.  Disaster assessment has begun in most areas.
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