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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON WINTER STORM #3
OVERVIEW – The major winter storm that has been impacting south-central and southeast Wisconsin today is slowly moving to the east.  A Winter Storm Warning remains in effect until 6:00 p.m. for most southern counties this evening except for Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine and Sheboygan counties where it will remain in effect until 8:00 p.m.   The heavy snow and strong winds continue to produce near blizzard conditions.  The blowing and drifting snow are producing extremely poor driving conditions and low visibility. Winds with gusts of up to 60 mph have been reported. Travel is strongly discouraged.  Expected snowfall totals in the Wisconsin Dells area will range from 6 to 8 inches, with 12 to 18 inches expected in a line from Darlington to Monroe to Watertown.  This includes the Milwaukee, Waukesha, Racine, Kenosha, West Bend and Port Washington areas. 

State Emergency Operations Center – The State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was partially activated last night at 8:00 p.m. to monitor the winter storms and will remain open until conditions improve. Personnel from Wisconsin Emergency Management, Wisconsin State Patrol, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Department of Natural Resources and the Wisconsin National Guard Joint Operations Center are in the EOC monitoring the weather and road conditions.  No requests have been received from county and local emergency management offices for assistance.
General Mitchell International Airport closed this afternoon due to poor visibility and will reopen when conditions improve. Green County is discontinuing snow plowing operations for the evening due to poor visibility.  Columbia County will halt operations at 7:00 p.m.  In Milwaukee, 23 buses are reported stuck in the snow and bus service will be suspended as of 5:30 p.m.  Numerous reports of traffic back-ups on all area Interstates have been received.  The State Patrol and Department of Natural Resources are working together to assist stranded motorists on area roadways.
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